
 HEART PREPARATION FOR 
  KINGDOM ECONOMICS 

                                

           “In grace God is the greatest power, but in the world mammon is the 
greatest.  If God’s servants do not clearly settle the question of finance, then they 
leave a vast number of other questions unsettled too.  Once the financial problem 
is solved, it is amazing how many other problems are automatically solved with it. 

           “The attitude of Christian workers to financial matters will be a fairly good 
indication as to whether or not they have been commissioned of God.  If the work 
is of God, it will be spiritual; and if the work is spiritual, the way of supply will be 
spiritual.  If supplies are not on a spiritual plane, then the work itself will speedily 
drift on to the plane of secular business.   

           “If spirituality does not characterize the financial side of the work, then the 
spirituality of its other departments is merely theoretical.  There is no feature of 
the work that touches practical issues as truly as its finance.  You can be theoreti-
cal in any other department, but not in that one.”  

- Watchman Nee, “The Normal Christian Church Life” 

           All Christians are called upon to function in the power of God—beyond the 
reaches of the tentacles of mammon—regardless of our station in life.  We are 
sown as seed into every corner of the marketplace as agents of transformation 
through reconciliation.   

           The priesthood of all believers does not recognize the false divides be-
tween the sacred and the secular, clergy and laity.  We are all one in Christ who is 
our Head.  We are all ministers wherever we are planted, wherever we migrate. 

           Watchman Nee identified apostles and apostolic companies as “the work.”  
Our “work” is to be fruitful and multiply, equipping all saints for “the work” of their 
ministry until the kingdom of our God and His Christ fills the earth with His govern-
ment and glory.  Therefore,  all believers are to pursue Kingdom Economics, faith-
fully functioning in God’s power, not giving in to the pull of mammon. 
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You cannot serve God and mammon    
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these three arenas of 
human nature—not 
fallen nature, but hu-
man nature.  They are 
summarized in Eve’s 
response to the ser-
pent’s tempting prom-
ise that “You will not 
surely die, but your 
eyes will be opened, 
and you will become 
SOMEBODY!” 
 
(I am reminded of all 
the years that I strived 
to be somebody, yet 
remained nobody until I 
finally became willing to 
be nobody.  That’s 
when Jesus began to 
make me somebody!) 
 
I am testifying to the 
experiential impartation 
that was imputed to me 
and all who will follow 
Him fully.  Our true 
identity is founded 
upon and within the 
finished work of Cal-
vary, the consumma-
tion proven at the 
empty grave, and the 
conscious and decisive 
surrender to the 
enlightening and em-
powering  indwelling 
Spirit. 
 

By the  
grace of God,  
I am who I am! 

Practically everything 
that goes on in the 
world—wanting your 
own way, wanting 
everything for your-
self, wanting to ap-
pear important—has 
nothing to do with the 
Father. It just isolates 
you from Him.  The 
world and all its want-
ing, wanting, wanting 
is on the way out—
but whoever does 
what God wants is set 
for eternity.—I John 2:16-

17 TM 

 
The (1) lust of the 
flesh, the (2) lust of 
the eyes, and the (3) 
pride of life are rooted 
in the created nature of 
natural man.   
 
(1) Passions, (2) pos-
sessions and (3) posi-
tion are the driving 
forces in all of human 
life. So many men have 
been sidetracked by the 
lust for (1) girls, (2) 
goods and/or (3) 
glory. 
 
Women are equally sub-
ject to the wiles of the 
devil and face their own 
temptations.  Flesh is 
flesh. 

We find these charac-
teristics alive and well 
in Adam and Eve in 
their original state of 
innocence.  The capac-
ity to be tempted is evi-
dent as the cunning 
serpent approached 
Eve and challenged the 
Word of God. 
 
“You will not surely die.  
For God knows that in 
the day you eat of it 
your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good 
and evil.”  
 
So when the woman 
saw that the tree was 
good for food, that it 
was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree desir-
able to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and 
ate.  She also gave to 
her husband with her, 
and he ate.—Genesis 3:5-6 

 

Good for food—lust of 
the flesh; passions; 
girls/guys….pleasant to 
the eyes—lust of the 
eyes; possessions; 
goods….able to make 
one wise—pride of 
life; position; glory. 
 
These are the devious 
tentacles of mammon.  
All of the temptations 
that are common to 
man have their roots in  
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Don’t love 
the world’s 
ways.  Don’t 
love the 
world’s 
goods.  Love 
of the world 
squeezes out 
love for the 
Father. 

 

- I John 2:15 The Message Bible 

 

Don Atkin 
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Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine 
power has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us 
by glory and virtue, by which have been made known to us exceedingly great promises, that through these 
you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust..—II Peter 1:2-4 
 

• The lust of the flesh (passions; girls or guys) 

• The lust of the eyes (possessions; goods) 

• The pride of life (position; glory) 

God-given Power Over the Mammon Spirit 
Jesus Christ (who lives in us) has defeated the serpent who tempts us in these three ways: Then Jesus, being 
filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being 
tempted for forty days by the devil. 
 

Root Temptation #1—truly hungry after forty days, Jesus was approached by the devil with: “If you are the 
Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”  Perhaps none of us has ever been as hungry as Jesus 
was after forty days. (The lust of the flesh.) 
 

Root Temptation # 2—”Worship me, and I’ll give You authority over all of the kingdoms of this world.  Just 
bow down, and it all will be yours.”  Can you imagine having every material thing at your immediate disposal?  
(The lust of the eyes.) 
 

Root Temptation #3—”Jump from the pinnacle of the temple, and let the angels catch you.  You will be an 
instant sensation!”  Get the picture:  TV cameras in place; global coverage; immediate worldwide popularity!  
(The pride of life.) 
 

Normal appetites of the flesh—fleshly lusts for food, sex, drink, drugs; fleshly lusts for things, for cars, cloth-
ing, houses, holidays, play things, “toys” of all sorts; fleshly lusts for power, position, recognition, approval 
and affirmation—all can be tamed, overruled and ruled over by King Jesus who is enthroned both in heaven 
and in these earthen vessels.  Mammon’s roots were cut down by Christ who is in us, the hope of glory! 
 

Mammon represents much more than money!  Mammon encompasses the spirit of the world.  
That is why John exhorts us to “Love not the world.”  Jesus has cut the tentacles of lust so that we may be 
free to serve God, and not mammon.  The economy of the world is rooted in and driven by the spirit of mam-
mon. 
 

All that is in the world squeezes out  love of the Father, love of our brothers, love of our friends, love of 
our neighbors, love of our enemies.  The love that never ends, the love that is unconditional, the love that is 
unoffendable, is ours as partakers of the divine nature of Christ in us, the hope of glory.  Paul writes, “Christ 
lives in me.  The life you see me living is not “mine,” but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me (Galatians 2:20b TM). 

 

“We are the representatives of God in this world, and we are here to  
Prove His faithfulness; therefore, above all in financial matters we  
must be totally Independent of men, and wholly dependent upon  
God.”  - Watchman Nee, The Normal Christian Church Life. 

 



Our Purpose:  
To encourage and facilitate fellowship (communion) among apostles and the 
companies and the fellowships they serve, believing that we can do together 
what we are unable to do alone. 

 
Our Vision  
To help others to see that the work of the kingdom is a corporate work of inter-
dependence that extends beyond our individual ministries. The whole is greater 
than any part thereof.  
 
Our Goal 
To link leaders so that the many members of the body may be functionally 
joined together. The body is one, joined bone to bone from the Head down-
ward.  

 
Our Strategy 
To convene apostolic leaders and fivefold ministers, facilitating relationships 
that will build together toward God's government and peace increasing in our 
spheres and in our generation. 

F u n c t io n a l  G u i d e l i n e sF u n c t io n a l  G u i d e l i n e sF u n c t io n a l  G u i d e l i n e sF u n c t io n a l  G u i d e l i n e s     

 
Identity: We have no official man-made organization. We are a growing organism looking to connect in 
the Spirit with other apostles and their spheres within the global community. 
 
Nature: Stronger and deeper than human structure and organization can provide, this global communion 
is joined, knit, connected and linked by the work of the Holy Spirit and the love of the Father, to walk out 
the kingdom together as God designs and directs.  
 
Relationship: At the core of our being, we believe that God’s primary building strategy is by relationship ~ 
first vertically with Him, and then horizontally among us. We affirm Jesus Christ as the only Head of the 
church that He is building, and we are His bondservants. 
 
Vision: To labor together in practical ways ~ networking through relationships to expand the kingdom of 
God among the nations, to serve God’s purpose in bringing many sons to glory, thus filling the earth with 
His government and glory. 
 
Purpose: One of the primary purposes of this communion is to facilitate joint ventures in strategically 
impacting global missions through established relationships which are fostered in meetings such as round-
table dialogues, conferences and expanding contacts through the website. 
 
Councils: There is no standing council. Members of called councils voluntarily serve, and pay all of their 
own expenses pertaining to their participation. 
 
Moderating: Don Atkin (based in Charlotte, North Carolina – USA) moderates.  
 
Connecting: Any apostle in the global community may be identified with this communion through an 
established relationship with a relating apostle who can testify to his authenticity, character and integrity.  
 
Clarification: This approach is our way of protecting relational integrity for the purpose of co-laboring 
without developing an organizational structure. We are keenly aware that we represent only a very small 
portion of the total global communion of the saints. Our desire is to cross-pollinate with other expressions 
of apostolic communion as the Holy Spirit creates opportunities. 

A GLOBAL  

COMMUNION OF APOSTLES 

1303 Curry Way 

Matthews, NC 28104 

Email: DonAtkin@Kingdomquest.Net 
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OUT OF BABYLON AND INTO WHAT? 
Jay Ferris 

I share this story with particular focus on the subject of the change in value system that accomp-
nies the burning of Babylon. 

In 2003 I was in Mexico, and got tangled up in the most outrageously pretentious time-share pres-
entation I had ever experienced. The contrast in value systems, that of this world with that of the Kingdom of God, was so glar-
ingly apparent I couldn't miss it. 

In Luke Chapter 12:16-21, Jesus tells a story about a rich, but foolish man. Just as he was about to pull down his barns, in 
preparation for building bigger and better ones, the time share sales gal offered to take an old time-share as a trade in on the 
one she was trying to sell me. 

It was as though I had been transported into the middle of the time-share version of the story of the rich fool. The end of the 
story is not pretty, “… God said unto him. Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things 
be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”[1.] 

Then I saw the burning of Babylon with greater clarity than before. My internalized Bible software immediately went on 
“scram” to see if the latest revelation computes. Among other places, a passage that came to mind was that of Peter's response 
at the "Gate Beautiful." "Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
rise up and walk."[3.] Just as Peter mentions two value “systems,” two mediums of exchange, silver and gold on the one hand, 
and such as he had on the other, the revelation has to do with the timing and nature of the burning of  "Babylon the Great."[4.] 

I wanted to tell her about another kind of time-share. Let's call it, “eternity-share.” Regardless of what I called it, it was clear 
she would not be able to hear what I had to offer without being completely destroyed in everything she presently valued and 
understood. As I began to describe my “eternity-share,” she listened politely, and interrupted me to ask about the cost. I told 
her that it was within her reach, but it would cost her everything she had. 

NO SALE! 

What I saw was a choice between two kinds of “time-shares,” two places to rest, two places to live, even a choice between two 
kingdoms. How can we leave the one, without entering the other?  Getting out of Babylon is a call to every one of us, but 
where are we to go if we are given no alternative? Does “the gospel” consign us to some kind of mental holding pattern until 
Jesus comes back? Why should people living in darkness want a piece of that action? We need to live in the Spirit’s alternative 
to Babylon; we need to live there now. My experience tells me that this is well within reach of the faith once delivered to the 
saints, and still available even in our own day. What we are presently calling “church” isn’t fooling anyone, except perhaps 
ourselves. 

That day in Mexico, as my revelation became clearer, I found myself wanting to share about the work of the cross, not only as 
a remedy for sin, but as a kind of bulldozer for spiritual urban renewal. I was reminded that the Apostle Paul wanted to go 
where the gospel had not been preached. No wonder. A great deal of demolition work needs to be done on the halfway houses 
that our understanding of the gospel has offered in the name of the Lord. 

The way things are now people haven’t the faintest idea of what the Bible is really offering us in Christ. People living in dark-
ness need very badly to know that there is another place to live, another place to rest. If I understand it right, believers were to 
be a demonstration in that darkness 

What Jesus offers us is bad for business, any business: “...To what then shall I compare the men of this generation, and what  
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are they like? They are like children who sit in the market place…”[5.] We sit in a market place with an eye to doing 
business. We have business on our mind. It is this “what’s in it for me" mentality that stands in opposition to our ability 
to enter the Kingdom of God. It is a change of mental location that we need in order to come out of Babylon and enter 
another place. 

The book of Revelation is a strange kind of letter. It scrambles our sense of “past” “present” and “future.”  A “beast” is 
revealed there who will apparently burn Babylon in the future.[6.] 

The book of Revelation also reveals another place to live. It is called “The New Jerusalem.”[7.] The problem is, what’s 
calling itself “church” has been so locked into futureness that we have missed the burning that is going on in the present. 
This burning is the result of a fire Jesus kindled at the cross. This to say, we don’t have to wait until the eleventh hour to 
get out of the burning tower. Fact is the fire Jesus set at the cross has already gutted the building. 

One way of indicating where the gospel takes us, as contrasted with where we have been, is to contrast the difference be-
tween two economic “systems.” One system finds its expression in a market place, a place where people go to buy and 
sell. The object of the market is a redistribution of the necessities of life. The economy of God does this by the blood/
love of Christ. This is the transaction of the cross, where we exchange our garbage for His love.[8.] In the economy of 
God the blood of Christ is the medium of exchange.[9.] 

Babylon, on her best day, might possibly achieve the status of a free market. Moving beyond the individual to a broader 
definition, a free market is a place where merchants come to make deals. In our theoretical market place, it is even possi-
ble that they might make honest deals, if only any of us were truly honest without Christ. In John 2:24 it is said of Jesus: 
He didn't trust himself to any man, because He knew what was in a man. We need to own up to what’s in us. It is our 
only hope of getting our hands out of the cookie jar, and becoming the lovers Jesus died to make us. 

In contrast to the economy of God, which is to say, the love of God, the Biblical best-case scenario is a free market, 
which is to say, a market where the medium of exchange is silver and gold by weight, and where there is full disclosure 
and no misrepresentation, no fraud.  

Peter’s words to the lame man sitting outside the temple at the “Gate Beautiful,” suggest a best case market place sce-
nario, “. . . silver and gold have I none . . .” From these words, we can see that Peter assumed that the beggar was look-
ing for silver and/or gold. The only reason the beggar would have wanted silver or gold was so that he could go to the 
market and buy what he needed. Peter didn’t have the medium of exchange of the market. He had something else. In ei-
ther case, the meeting of a human need was the object, but Peter had another way of meeting that need, one that did not 
require a trip to the market. 

A market place is a place of merchants. The people whom God chose as examples for us, on whom the end of the ages 
have come,[10] were a people whose promised land was occupied by Canaanites. “Canaanite” means “merchant.” They 
were told to take the land, wiping out the Canaanites/merchants in the process.[11.] 

The early days of the Jerusalem Church give us enough of a look at what God has in mind.[12.] So then we can have 
confidence that neither the mind of a merchant, nor the mind of a politician has any place in the kingdom or household of 
God. The evidence of God’s intervention in human affairs is lovers, not regulators and not peddlers. This to say, even 
after the politicians have been removed, we still have a choice between an economy of merchants and an economy of 
lovers. Returning then to our simple definition of a free market – two free people each have something that the other 
wants – we can see that the only alternative to a free exchange is either a gun or love. In the end, those are our only alter-
natives. 

Babylon, on her best day, has the mind of a merchant. “Let’s make a deal.” When the man of sin - the beast - the last an-
tichrist[13.] comes on the scene, he burns Babylon. That is the end of the free market – if there ever was one. From then 
on, no one buys or sells without the “mark of the beast.”[14.] This is the mark of the antichrist, even the mind of the anti-
christ. When the antichrist puts an end to Babylon by burning her with fire, he sets up his alternative. He does this as a 
counterfeit christ. When the real Christ returns, He also puts an end to the status quo by burning it with fire.[15.] This 
will be “the real thing.” Jesus said, "I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled. But  



Page 7 

I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished!"[16.] 

I saw in that time-share presentation two ways of thinking: the mind of the merchant, and the mind of Christ. The mer-
chant mentality is burned up by both Christ and the antichrist. Looking only at externals, it appears that antichrist is the 
first to burn Babylon; but the first, and most essential burning is not like that of Nero; it is the burning up of Babylonian 
thinking, the burning or destruction of the mind of a merchant, the thinking of a Canaanite. As they say in “AA” “It’s our 
stinking thinking that has to go.” 

When Jesus went to the cross He went there as the last Adam.[17.] When fire fell at Pentecost,[18.] it burned up the mer-
chant mentality. One fruit of the fire was that there was not a needy person among them.[19.] Each sold what he had and 
brought it to the disciples for distribution among those in need. The market place was replaced by the love of Christ op-
erating through a new citizenship in the economy of the Kingdom of God. The economy of merchants was replaced by 
the economy of love. 

Clearly, then, the mind of Christ is already out of Babylon. To be called out of Babylon[20.] is to be called into a new 
place, a new way of thinking. It is to be called into the mind of Christ.[21.] This is the mark of Christ. In the end, the 
only alternative is the mark of the antichrist, the “mark of the beast.” From Pentecost to the end of the age, the gospel is 
calling people out of their old place, their old way of thinking, and into a new place, a place that only became available 
on the day of Pentecost. What began that day is still available to us who believe. The call still goes out, “Come out of 
her, my people, that you may not participate in her sins and that you may not receive of her plagues.”[22.] Babylon was 
first set on fire at the cross. Another place to live was made available in the first resurrection. This is the new birth. The 
question now is, “Will we live the life that the new birth promises?” Will we leave Babylon for a new place to live, a 
new way of living? How can we come out of Babylon unless we have another place to go, unless we have another place 
to live? 

We can live in the Kingdom of God. It has an economy that is wholly other, one with no merchants and no market place. 
Unless and until we experience this change of mind, this paradigm shift of values, it does not matter what else we are do-
ing. Until the world sees the fruits of this new economy in our midst, it will not believe in the One whom God has sent.
[23.] Peter summed up the paradigm shift: “Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give I thee…” 

Like Babylon, the New Jerusalem is also a “great city.” It is presented to us as a city that comes down from above.
[24.] This is God’s alternative “new deal.” In Revelation 17, we have a city, which doesn't “come down” but rather 
“comes up.” Let’s call it the “old deal,” the “earthly old deal.” What we need is not “Let’s make a deal.” What we need 
is “No Deal.” In me there dwelleth no good thing. I have nothing with which to make a “good deal.” I have nothing to 
bring to the table. I need grace, even more abundant grace. Access to that grace was opened up at the cross. The gospel 
offers us a new medium of exchange. Our new medium of exchange is the love of Christ. We cannot participate in the 
economy of God without first having received His love. The currency exchange is the cross. In exchange for our sin, we 
got His righteousness. In exchange for our hatefulness, we got His love. In exchange for our fallen-ness, we got His 
risen-ness. The implications of this transaction are enormous even in this present age. 

The question is, “Do we believe it?” 

Clearly, at least, by the days of the “beast,” God does not want His people still buying and selling[25.] in His house! His 
not wanting us to be merchants is not just a matter of the medium of exchange rather than barter; it is a matter of "NO 
MORE DEALS!!!" In that day we will be among those shouting, "GRACE, GRACE..."[26.] This is not just a human-
interest story. This is a call to action! The gospel coin has two sides to it. One side says, “Come in!” The other side says, 
“Come out!” One side says, “Buy.”[27.] The other side says, “Sell.”[28.] It doesn’t matter what words are used for it; 
what’s needed is a paradigm shift from systematic values to Spiritual values - from an earthly mind to a heavenly one. 

 

[1.] Luke 12:16-21, [2.] Luke 12:20, 21, [3.] Acts 3:6, [4.] Revelation 17:16, [5.] Luke 7:30-32, [6.] Revelation 17:16, 
[7.] Revelation 21:2, [8.] This summary was first suggested to me by Lisa Weger, co-author of Not Left Behind., [9.] 1 Peter 1:18, 19, [10.] 1 Corin-
thians 10:11, [11.] Deuteronomy 7:1-10, [12.] Acts 2:41-47, 4:32-35, [13.] 1 John 2:18, [14.] Revelation 13:16, 17, [15.] Revelation 
20:9, [16.] Luke 12:49, 50, [17.] 1 Corinthians 15:45, [18.] Acts 2:3, [19.] Acts 2:41-47, 4:32-35, [20.] Revelation 18:4, 
[21.] Romans 12:2, Philippians 2:5, [22.] Revelation 18:4, [23.] John 17:21-23, [24.] Revelation 21:2, [25.] Revelation 14:9, 10, 
[26.] Zechariah 4:7, [27.] Isaiah 55:1, [28.] Luke 12:33 


