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FOUR TRAGIC SHIFTS

In The Visible Church, 180-400 A. D.

From an essay by Jon Zens [www.JonZens.com] found in “A Church Building Every 1/2 Mile”

1. The church portrayed in the New Testament was a dynamic organism, a living body with many parts. The
church from around A. D. 180 onwards became an increasingly hardened institution with a fixed and complex
hierarchy.

2. The early church was marked by polyform ministry in which edification and the meeting of needs were
accomplished through the gifts of all the brethren. The post-apostolic church moved more and more toward a
uniform conception of church offices which separated the ministry from the “laity” and limited significant ministry
to the “clergy.”

3. The church of the first and most of the second centuries was characterized by cycles of intense difficulty and
persecution—it was a suffering body. With the advent of Constantine the church became protected, favored and
ultimately sanctioned as the state religion by the Roman state, and thus became an institution at ease.

4. Because of its dependence on the Holy Spirit the early church was very vulnerable from the human standpoint.
There was a trust in Christ as the Head of the church to hold the brethren together and to lead them into
ministry. Later, the church trusted in itself as a very powerful institution, along with its many rules, rites and
offices to secure visible unity and obedience among its adherents.

These four shifts are indisputable. They did not come about in a day; they were the result of many factors working
together as time elapsed. There are many implications to ponder in light of these significant changes that occurred.
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How is it then, brethren?
Whenever you come
together, each of you has
a psalm, has a teaching,
has a tongue, has a
revelation, has an
interpretation. Let all
things be done for
edification.

Let us consider one
another in order to stir up
love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as
is the manner of some,
but exhorting one
another, and so much the
more as you see the Day
approaching.

UPDATE

PREPARING OUR HEARTS
FOR TIMES TOGETHER

I am extremely excited
as I anticipate two gath-
erings during this calen-
dar year:

May 14-16
Boise, Idaho—a regional

gathering of servant-
leaders from throughout
the western United
States.

September 14-18
Charlotte, North Caro-
lina—a global gathering
of men and women who
are impacting many na-
tions.

Many of us are more ac-
customed to speaking
than listening. Yet, we
acknowledge that we are
in @ new season, and each
of us is to contribute to
the edifying of the church.
(We are just beginning to
catch up with the way that
it always was intended to
bel!)

I must refresh my heart
with a clear understanding
that these gatherings will
NOT be platforms for my
particular insights and em-
phases. I want to be pos-
tured to both give and re-
ceive, contribute and
learn.

Mostly, I want to foster

God-intended relation-
ships among us—
relationships with pur-
pose. How can we ever
hope to get our minds
around all that Father in-
tends apart from receiving
what He has already de-
posited in one another?

We are in much the same
place as the early church.
We are navigating in un-
charted waters. Our best
chance of avoiding debris
that inevitably comes with
the spring thaw is to stay
in the midst of the stream
and allow our Captain to
guide us through rapids,
beyond the shallows, and
into deep waters.

Faith gives me courage
for the adventure.

Humility keeps me se-
curely centered and
seated where I have been
placed in the boat.

Trust keeps me from tak-
ing matters back into my
own hands and trying to

control my situation.

I can only be who I am by
the grace of God. 1 can-
not add anything to that.
And, no one can take
anything from that.

I want to be sensitive to
the gifts within and the

anointing upon others. I
want to be a benefactor
of their spheres and
measures so that I re-
ceive all of the grace that
they carry.

I also want to manifest
grace toward others. Un-
doubtedly, our patience
will be tested and proven.
We are all passionate
about what we believe.

May we keep in mind that
we know in part and we
prophesy in part.

We have been endowed
with the love of God, the
grace of our Lord Jesus,
and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit.

We are up to this task—
not by our own design.
Our Father has been in-
vesting in us for a long
time, preparing us for
such a time as this.

Or do you think that the
Scripture says in vain,
"The Spirit who dwells in
us yearns jealously”?

But He gives more grace.

Plan on new levels of ex-
citement and even exhila-
ration as we journey to-
gether into the future.

kkk
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REGISTER

$95 per person
Includes dinners three evenings.

$65 per person
Includes dinners two evenings.

(Your registration also helps to cover
the cost of meeting room.)

EARLY RATES
GOOD TO MAY 31

KINGDOMQUEST
1303 Curry Way
Matthews, NC 28104

PayPal option at www.DonAtkin.com

HOTEL
RESERVATIONS

HOLIDAY INN
Charlotte Airport

Phone: 704 394 4301
Ref: Kingdomquest Group

Email DonAtkin@Kingdomquest.net
for web link to online reservations




Our Purpose:

To encourage and facilitate fellowship (communion) among apostles and the
companies and the fellowships they serve, believing that we can do together
what we are unable to do alone.

Our Vision
To help others to see that the work of the kingdom is a corporate work of inter-
dependence that extends beyond our individual ministries. The whole is greater

than any part thereof.
A GLOBAL

COMMUNION OF APOSTLES Our Goal :
1303 C W To link leaders so that the many members of the body may be functionally

urry yvay joined together. The body is one, joined bone to bone from the Head down-
Matthews, NC 28104 ward.

Our Strategy
To convene apostolic leaders and fivefold ministers, facilitating relationships

. . . that will build together toward God's government and peace increasing in our
Email: DonAtkm@ngdomquest.Net spheres and in our generation.

Identity: We have no official man-made organization. We are a growing organism looking to connect in
the Spirit with other apostles and their spheres within the global community.

Nature: Stronger and deeper than human structure and organization can provide, this global communion
is joined, knit, connected and linked by the work of the Holy Spirit and the love of the Father, to walk out
the kingdom together as God designs and directs.

Relationship: At the core of our being, we believe that God’s primary building strategy is by relationship ~
first vertically with Him, and then horizontally among us. We affirm Jesus Christ as the only Head of the
church that He is building, and we are His bondservants.

Vision: To labor together in practical ways ~ networking through relationships to expand the kingdom of
God among the nations, to serve God'’s purpose in bringing many sons to glory, thus filling the earth with
His government and glory.

Purpose: One of the primary purposes of this communion is to facilitate joint ventures in strategically
impacting global missions through established relationships which are fostered in meetings such as round-
table dialogues, conferences and expanding contacts through the website.

Councils: There is no standing council. Members of called councils voluntarily serve, and pay all of their
own expenses pertaining to their participation.

Moderating: Don Atkin (based in Charlotte, North Carolina — USA) moderates.

Connecting: Any apostle in the global community may be identified with this communion through an
established relationship with a relating apostle who can testify to his authenticity, character and integrity.

Clarification: This approach is our way of protecting relational integrity for the purpose of co-laboring
without developing an organizational structure. We are keenly aware that we represent only a very small
portion of the total global communion of the saints. Our desire is to cross-pollinate with other expressions
of apostolic communion as the Holy Spirit creates opportunities.



