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Use the group code “Kingdomquest Ministries” when making reservations APRIL 2009

before April 27

The $71 room rate is for a There is no registration fee ~ Thursday evening and Satur-
full suite with either a king for this gathering. Eachin- day morning will be devoted Boise Gathering ]
dividual will be responsible to relational fellowship. Greg
or two queen beds. Deluxe : :
. o for his own expenses. There Austin, Steve Crosby and
Continental Breakfast is in- are restaurants within walk- David Fredrickson will facili-

¢ g X . . Four Tragic Shifts b
cluded. ing distance, and airport tate dialogue on Friday morn-
shuttle for transportation. ing, afternoon and evening
The Boise gathering will beglln at An offerlpg will be received respectlvely,“taklng talklng “Tyeating Each Other 5
7:00 p.m.Thursday, and continue to help with the cost ofthe  points from “Four Tragic With Dignity and Honor”
through noon Saturday. meeting room. Shifts.”
FOUR TRAGIC SHIFTS September Details 3
In The Visible Church, 180-400 A. D.
From an essay by Jon Zens [www.JonZens.com] found in “A Church Building Every 1/2 Mile”
Registration/Reservations 3
1. The church portrayed in the New Testament was a dynamic organism, a living body with many parts. The church from around
A. D. 180 onwards became an increasingly hardened institution with a fixed and complex hierarchy.
2. The early church was marked by polyform ministry in which edification and the meeting of needs were accomplished through “R tion”
the gifts of all the brethren. The post-apostolic church moved more and more toward a uniform conception of church offices ¢formation 4

E-Book Available

which separated the ministry from the “laity” and limited significant ministry to the “clergy.”

3. The church of the first and most of the second centuries was characterized by cycles of intense difficulty and persecution—it
was a suffering body. With the advent of Constantine the church became protected, favored and ultimately sanctioned as the
state religion by the Roman state, and thus became an institution at ease.

4. Because of its dependence on the Holy Spirit the early church was very vulnerable from the human standpoint. There was a
trust in Christ as the Head of the church to hold the brethren together and to lead them into ministry. Later, the church trusted
in itself as a very powerful institution, along with its many rules, rites and offices to secure visible unity and obedience among its
adherents.

These four shifts are indisputable. They did not come about in a day; they were the result of many factors working together as time
elapsed. There are many implications to ponder in light of these significant changes that occurred.
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Don Atkin

You can develop
a healthy, robust
community that
lives right with

God and enjoys its
results only if you

do the hard work
of getting along
with each other,

treating each other

with dignity and
honor:

—James 3:18 TM

TREATING EACH OTHER WITH
DIGNITY AND HONOR

Here are two Bible verses—
two principles—that, taken
together, provide a star-
tling insight into the “how”
of the “what” we are all
about:

Blessed are the peacemak-
ers, for they shall be called
sons of God. - Matthew 5:9.

The earnest expectation of
the creation eagerly waits
for the revealing of the sons
of God. - Romans 8:19.

Get the connection:

1. Sons of God are peace-
makers. 2. Creation waits
for the revealing of the
peacemakers!

The ultimate harvest of our
Father’s divine intention will
be placed in the hands of the
many sons whom He is
bringing to glory! None of
us fully knows how this will
be. But, we should be ready
to grasp this truth. There
must be both (1) good seed,
and (2) the righteous plant-
ing of that good seed, for
there to be the fruit of right-
eousness.

And the harvest of righteous-
ness (of conformity to God'’s
will in thought and deed) is
[the fruit of the seed] sown in
peace by those who work for
and make peace [in them-
selves and in others, that
peace which means concord,
agreement, and harmony be-
tween individuals, with un-
disturbedness, in a peaceful
mind free from fears and agi-

tating passions and moral
conflicts]. — James 3:18 AMP

THE FRUIT OF RIGHT-
EOUSNESS

Imagine such a manifesta-
tion in the earth—God’s
sons walking together in
conformity to His will in
both thought and deed, fill-
ing the earth with His gov-
ernment (kingdom) and
glory! Ask God to help you
grasp the vision—the global
communion of believers
who have been renewed in
the spirit of our minds, and
have put on the new man
which was created accord-
ing to God, in true right-
eousness and holiness
(Ephesians 4:23-24).

IS SOWN IN PEACE

The Amplified Version of
James 3:18 (above) helps us
to detail this peace. First,
we ourselves must be in
peace before we can truly
sow the seed that produces
such supernatural and eter-
nal fruit. Second, our seed
sowing must be accompa-
nied by working for and
making peace with others.
This means concord, agree-
ment, and harmony between
individuals, with undisturb-
edness. Our minds are to be
free from fears and agitating
passions and moral con-

flicts.

BY THOSE WHO MAKE
PEACE

Sons are led by the Spirit
(Romans 8:14), and bear the
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22-26). Flesh provokes

wrath. Wrongly sowing
right seed is scattering to the
wind and will not produce a
righteous harvest.

The wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality and

without hypocrisy. — James
3:17

Therefore, as the elect of
God, holy and beloved, put
on tender mercies, kindness,
humility, meekness, longsuf-
fering; bearing with one an-
other, and forgiving one an-
other, if anyone has a com-
plaint against another; even
as Christ forgave you, so
you also must do.

Let the peace of God rule in
your hearts, to which also
you were called in one body,
and be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom, teach-
ing and admonishing one
another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.
sians 3:12-16.

- Colos-

The process of making
peace, arriving at peace,
will necessarily involve
teaching and admonish-
ing one another. Growth
from this process will
yield the peaceful fruit of
righteousness as we speak

the truth in love (Ephesians
4:15).
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EARLY
REGISTRATION

$95 per person

Includes dinners three evenings.

$65 per person
Includes dinners two evenings.

(Your registration also helps to cover
the cost of meeting room.)

1303 Curry Way
Matthews, NC 28104

(PayPal option at www.DonAtkin.com)

HOTEL

RESERVATIONS

HOLIDAY INN
Charlotte Airport

Phone: 704 394 4301
Ref: Kingdomquest Group

Special $94 room rate

Email DonAtkin@Kingdomquest.net
for web link to online reservations




New e-Book online

www.DonAtkin.com

& COMPASSIONATE PLEA FOR

REFORMATION

Prescript
Chapter One — DESPERATION
Chapter Two — REFORMATION
Chapter Three — NO CONDEMNATION
Chapter Four — EVALUATION
Chapter Five — CONTEXTUALIZATION
Chapter Six — REALIZATION
Chapter Seven — HUMILIATION
Chapter Eight - REVELATION
Chapter Nine — TRANSFORMATION
Chapter Ten — HABITATION
Postscript

| just wanted to let you know that you are helping to form a more complete view of the kingdom in me that is affecting our church and other
ministries. — G. P., Florida

I thoroughly enjoyed reading your manuscript. The illustrations from your personal experience brought important points into focus and treatment of
the subjects was precise and compelling. | believe will be a valuable contribution toward re-defining the essence and function of the
church as Christ intended her to be. — D. F., California

I found your Reformation document very good and thought provoking. With the home church movement going on and the debate between that and
the institutional church, you make important points. — J. W., Nebraska

I have finished the read through and found it very exciting and encouraging. | hear a deep voice coming from you in this. — R. M., North Carolina
For me, chapter 10 was a critical chapter, and your words “the objective of reformation is a house of living stones for His habitation.” Reformation
is not an end in itself, nor is it another fad or desperate attempt to get more people into the Church. Rather it is that the Church might be restored
to its original intent — a habitation for the presence of God. - M. S., Australia

I am really blessed by Atkin’s teaching on Reformation. — G. M., Kenya

This is a breath of fresh air in the present smog of debate and division among most of those outside the institutional church. Hooray for the
simplicity that is “In Christ.” - J. B., Florida

| like that you are also addressing 2 extremes - institutionalism and anarchy. The section on humiliation sounds painfully familiar (though different
circumstances). God seems very committed to bringing us to maturity! - J. M., Michigan
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